Languages Other than English

The goal of the Languages other than English (LOTE) program is to develop in each student the ability to understand and communicate verbally, as well as to read and write in the target language. Students develop a knowledge of vocabulary, a knowledge of the structure of the language, the ability to read the language, and the appreciation of the cultural contributions of the people whose language is being studied. The students are aided in speaking and understanding the target language through frequent use of technology and interactive experiences.
In order to qualify for an Advanced Regents Diploma, unless specifically exempted by an I.E.P., all students must complete a sequence of three (3) credits and pass the District Level 3 Final Exam in a foreign language. Students exempted from this requirement by an I.E.P. must substitute three (3) credits in some other subject area(s) in place of the foreign language sequence.
The NYS SEAL OF BILITERACY
Students continuing on in the program can ascertain the New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB). The NYSSB recognizes high school graduates who have attained a high level of proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in one or more languages in addition to English.  The intent of the NYSSB is to encourage the study of languages; identify high school graduates with language and Biliteracy skills for employers; provide universities with additional information about applicants seeking admission; prepare students with twenty-first century skills; recognize the value of foreign and native language instruction in schools; and affirm the value of diversity in a multilingual society.
For a complete review of the NYS Seal of Biliteracy for LOTE see:
 http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
Spanish I
Code: L513 (9-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0)
Prerequisite: None
This course is intended as a first experience in the target language and prepares students to meet the NYS Education Department's Languages Other Than English (LOTE) Checkpoint A proficiency level. Students learn to speak and understand the language using basic vocabulary within the context of everyday situations, use grammatical structures within the context of topics, and work with vocabulary lists, original dialogues, notes and letters related to a variety of topics. A Department final exam will be administered in June. The final exam counts as 20% of the final course average. Passing this course meets the minimum graduation requirement in foreign language. Topics include personal identification, family life, education, house and home, leisure, shopping, community neighborhood, meal taking/food/drink, physical environment, travel, health and welfare, and current events. Functions include culture, socializing, providing and obtaining information, and expressing personal feelings. Situations include listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

FRENCH 2
Code: L123 (9-12)           (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0)
ITALIAN 2
Code: L323 (9-12)           (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0)
SPANISH 2
Code: L523 (9-12)           (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0)
Prerequisite: Must have passed the same target language in Grades 7 & 8, including the proficiency (Check-point A) or Level 1.
In level 2, students move beyond the State Education Department’s LOTE Checkpoint A proficiency level and begin preparing in earnest for the District Final exam at the end of level 3 (Checkpoint B). Topics, functions and situations remain the same as in the previous level, but are approached in a broader and deeper manner. Expanding vocabulary and an increasing understanding of more complicated verb forms and grammatical concepts allow students to communicate more effectively and understand the target language in authentic situations. Topics include personal identification, family life, education, house and home, leisure, shopping, community neighborhood, meal taking/food/drink, physical environment, travel, health and welfare, earning a living, public and private services, services and repairs, and current events. Functions include culture, socializing, providing and obtaining information, expressing personal feelings, and persuasion. Situations include listening, speaking, reading, and writing. A Department final exam will be administered in June. The final exam counts as 20% of the final course average.
ADVANCED SPANISH FOR THE HERITAGE AND NATIVE SPEAKER (Spanish 2)
Code: L524 (9-12)           (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0)
Prerequisite: Must have passed the same target language in Grades 7 & 8, including the proficiency (Check-point A) or Level 1. Teacher recommendation and individual assessment required.
In level 2, students move beyond the State Education Department’s LOTE Checkpoint A proficiency level and begin preparing in earnest for the District Final exam at the end of level 3 (Checkpoint B).  This course is designed for students whose first language is Spanish, may have grown up using Spanish at home, or find that our traditional Spanish classes do not meet their language skills needs.  While they may communicate at a high level, they need help with skills such as spelling, accents, higher grammatical structures, reading comprehension of authentic material, and writing in formal and informal situations.  Heritage speakers will solidify their knowledge of Spanish, focus on comprehension of multiple regionalisms, and develop a high level of fluency. Topics, functions and situations remain the same as in the previous level, but are approached in a broader and deeper manner. Expanding vocabulary and an increasing understanding of more complicated verb forms and grammatical concepts allow students to communicate more effectively and understand the target language in authentic situations. Topics include personal identification, family life, education, house and home, leisure, shopping, community neighborhood, meal taking/food/drink, physical environment, travel, health and welfare, earning a living, public and private services, services and repairs, and current events. Functions include culture, socializing, providing and obtaining information, expressing personal feelings, and persuasion. Situations include listening, speaking, reading, and writing. A Department final exam will be administered in June. The final exam counts as 20% of the final course average. This course is an Advanced Level II Spanish Course.
FRENCH 3
Code: L133 (9-12) (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0
ITALIAN 3
Code: L333 (9-12) (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0
SPANISH 3
Code: L533 (9-12) (1 credit) (rank weight 1.0)
Prerequisite: Must have passed the same target language course in Level 2.
This is the final course preparing students for NYS Education Department's Checkpoint B proficiency (District Level Final Exam). Topics, functions and situations remain the same as in the previous levels, but are approached in a broader and deeper manner. Expanding vocabulary and an increasing understanding of more complicated verb forms and grammatical concepts allow students to communicate more effectively and understand the target language in authentic situations. Topics include personal identification, family life, education, house and home, leisure, shopping, community neighborhood, meal taking/food/drink, physical environment, travel, health and welfare, earning a living, public and private services, services and repairs, and current events. Functions include culture, socializing, providing and obtaining information, expressing personal feelings, and persuasion. Situations include listening, speaking, reading, and writing. All students in this course level take the District Final exam in the foreign language in June. The District Final Exam is also the final exam for the course, which counts as 20% of the final course average. Students must pass this course and pass the District Final Exam in order to qualify for an Advanced Regents Diploma.
FRENCH 4 - HONORS*
Code: L145 (11-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.05)
ITALIAN 4 - HONORS*/COLLEGE CREDIT**
Code: L345 (11-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.05)
SPANISH 4 - HONORS*
Code: L545 (11-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.05)
Prerequisite: Must have passed the same foreign language in Level 3.
*This course is intended for the accelerated/honors student who is prepared to meet the rigorous academic demands of advanced placement work, as it is the first part of a two-year sequence that prepares students to meet the challenges of the College Board's Advanced Placement exam at the end of Level 5. As an honors-level course, grades are weighted.
**Students of Italian 4 have the option of enrolling with SUNY Albany to receive four (4) credits for successful completion of the course (equivalent to SUNY Albany's Intermediate Italian 1). There is a fee for students who wish to participate in this college program.
In accordance with Checkpoint C of the New York State Learning Standards for Languages Other than English (LOTE), throughout the course, students will: expand their ease in listening comprehension, in order to understand more readily native speakers as they present a variety of topics, in various situations; refine and widen their own use of the spoken language as they interact with others to communicate their  thoughts, needs and wants in the target language; learn more advanced grammar in order to express deeper thoughts about topics of interest; be exposed to the written language as found in contemporary media and in carefully-selected literary works; be able to write reports that are factual and analytical as well as opinion-based essays; continually develop an appreciation for the customs of the target culture as well as their artistic expression by learning about the  arts, music and the culture of cinema. Topics will include, but not be limited to self and others, family and interpersonal relations, the community and societal customs, education and preparing for the future, jobs and professions, and leisure. A teacher-created final exam, term paper or culminating project will be included and counted as 20% of the final course average.
FRENCH 5 - ADVANCED PLACEMENT* 
Code: L156 (11-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.10)
ITALIAN 5 - HONORS/COLLEGE CREDIT** 
Code: L355 (11-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.10)
ITALIAN 5 - ADVANCED PLACEMENT* 
Code: L356 (11-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.10)
SPANISH 5 - ADVANCED PLACEMENT*
Code: L556 (11-12)          (1 credit) (rank weight 1.10)
Prerequisite: Must have passed the same foreign language in Level 4.
*This course is intended for the accelerated/honors student who is prepared to meet the rigorous academic demands of advanced placement work, as it is the final part of a two-year sequence that prepares students to meet the challenges of the College Board's Advanced Placement exam. As an Advanced Placement-level course, grades are weighted.
**Students of Italian 5 have the option of enrolling with SUNY Albany to receive four (4) credits for successful completion of the course (equivalent to SUNY Albany's Intermediate Italian 2). There is a fee for students who wish to participate in this college program.
In accordance with Checkpoint C of the New York State Learning Standards for Languages Other than English (LOTE), throughout the course, students will: continue to refine their listening comprehension skills as they learn to recognize nuances, subtleties and humor in the language of a native speaker; be able to expand their own level of communication in the target language through the use of more specific vocabulary and idiomatic expressions; be able to comprehend, synthesize, and appreciate the content of a variety of authentic printed texts — from newspapers and magazines to contemporary short stories; and be able to express feelings and opinions on a broad range of topics through the written and spoken form. Topics will include, but not be limited to the environment and ecological issues, travel and cultural exchanges, the work place, societal roles and current events, the US and the world community, and the country of the target language studied. A teacher-created final exam, term paper or culminating project will be included and counted as 20% of the final course average. Students in this course are also expected to take the Advanced Placement exam in the applicable language in May. There is a fee for this exam which is determined by the College Board and is the responsibility of the student. In the event that a student does not take the AP exam, the student's report card and transcript will reflect this as a course in Honors.
